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(3) 
Self- Examination : With the like- 


lieſt means'of ( onverſeon and 
Salvation. 


CHAP. IT. 


Hoſe that are to paint or print a prtche field, 
within the- compaſs of a ſheet or :two of paper, 
can make but few Son/dzers whole and compleat ; 
- butare forced to ſet down for the molt part, their 
. "| heads onely or their he/mers, So I intending toſay 'onely e= 
"P nough of theſe SubjeRs, ſhall be brief,and but ſele& out here 
+£ *Tand there that which will make rhoſt for my purpoſe, and the 
atr.Þ Readers benefit. ” 
44" is the Abſtrat of Religion, to imitate and obey him 
NGF hom we profeſs to worſhip : neither are we worthy to be 
called Chriftiar, except we imitate Chriſt, and endeavour 
Ito frame our lives, according to. the Rules which he hath 
Ipreſcribed in his Goſpe/. And why was the Name Chriſttaje 
at firſt uſed, but to denominate the true D:ſc:ples and fol- 
[lowers of Chriſt, and to diſtinguiſh them from the Heathen? 
48 appears, A#,11.26, But now, (to our ſhame be it ſpoken) +» 
P let any one compare mens lives with Chrifts life, or thoſe / _ 
Fules which he hath given us : and he ſhall be forced to con-/" | 
, Fels, that either the Goſpe/ is none of Chri#Fs, or few among 
Ware Chriſtians, And yet there is (carce a man in the Nationy 
Abe he never ſo vicious and wicked ) bat he will ſay he is/2 
$r:/t:ar, and hopes tobe ſaved by ChrifF, which alone may 
tove wonder toaſtoniſhment ! How much more, if we ſhall 
bmpare the numberleſs number of our great, and grievous 
Pominations, wherewith our land is filled from corner to 
mer, with the many and great means which God hath af- 
> for our reclainung, wh | 
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4 T he likelieft means of Converſion, 


The principal end for which man was created, after the | 


Imsge of God, and endowed with gifts and abilities,above all 
ether w1/ible creatares ; was, that we might honqur, love, 


and ſerve our Creator, and enjoy communion and happineſs | 


with him for ever. And for the ſame end alſo, did the onely 
Son of God die, when we (by eating the forbidden fruit) had 
turned that Image of Gad, into the Amage of Satan, being in 
reaſon palt hope ct recovery, even to redeevs us, out of the 
hands 6 F: onr ſpiritual exemits ; that we might ſerve our C reator 
and Redeemer , according to thoſe precepts which ke hath 
oiven us in his Word ; and to ſet forth the praiſe of him, who 
bath done all this for us, Luke 1.73,74y75. T hat we ſhould 
be koly, and without blame before him : That he might purgt 
#5, to be a pecniiar people to himſelf, zealous of good works : 
T hat we ſhonld deny ungodlineſs,and worldly luſts : And tha 
we ſhould live foberly, richteouſly, aud godly 1n thu preſen 
world, And withal, That we might enjoy everlaſting commu» 
nion and happineſs, with our Bleſſed Maker and Redeemer, 


as the Holy Gho#t ſets it down, Epheſ.1.4. T.2.12,14| 


i Pet.2,24, 2 Tim.2.19, Pſal,116.12,13,14. 


a 


But alas, moſt met! know no other end of their Creatiun 
but Recreation ; no other end of their Redemption, but to {i 
tisffe their /»ſts ; to eat, drink, ſleep, ſin, and make others! 
fin ; to purſue their profit, p/caſwre,howonr, This (as they ſup 
poſe) is all that Chriſt expeRs from them : For this 1s theſl 
, of their Lords Prayer, Creed, and Ten Communame 

+ Whence (like wen ſleeping 1n 4 Boat) they are carried do 


the fream of this orld, entil they arrive at their Graveſmſ 


Diath ; without once waking to bethink themſelves, witf 
ther they are going to Heaven or Hell. Soliving like Beaf 
becauſe they thirk they ſhall d:e ike Beaſ?s, and never gi 
any account of what they have either a#ed or /eft undone, 
Inſts of the fleſh, the [uſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 1 
the 77:1n1ty that moſt men worſhip. | 1 
As for anſwering the end of our Redemption, which coll 
Teſs a price than the Blood of Chriſt, Men do not at all mip 
it, or if they do, they apply Chriſts Paſſion, as a wall 
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" a8alicence to ſinghis Croſs as a Letters Patent to do miſchief, 


. pride, covetonſneſs, cruelty, damnable hypecrsſie, the cur= 
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ſo 'turmag the grace of God into wantonneſs; as 1f a man 
ſhould head his drum of rebellion with his _ As, O the 


led ſwearing aud curſing, abominable and worſe then beaſt- 
like drankeneſs, adultery, lying, ſlandering, perſecuting, cau- 
tempt of Religion and all goodnets, grinding of faces like 
edged tools, ſprl/:»g of blood like water, racking of remts, 
detenſion of wages and workmens bire, incredible cruelty to 
ſervants, rcloſing of Commons, ngrofſing of commodities, 
griping exaflions, with iraining the advantages of greatnels, 
Unequal levies of legal payments, ſprteful ſuits, eriping - 
ſury, bribery, perjury, partial 'ty, 1 reaſon and Rebellion, Sa- 
eriledge, imonaical contratls and ſoul-murther,ſcurrility,and 
prophaneneſs, conſering m bargains, breaking of promiſes, pere 
fidrons undermixings, athe:[m, and a world of the like. . Inſo 
much, that there is ſcarce one of an hundred whoſe know- 
ledg, belief, and life, is in any degree anſwerable to the Go- 
ſpel. Andſo far are we from loving and ſerving Chriſt, that 
we hate and pe:ſecute thoſe that doit, and that, for theirs 
doirg. 

And ( which does exceedingly aggravate our ſhame and 
wickedneſs ) we have all vow:d in our Baptiſm», to ſery 
Chriſt, taken preſſe-monty and great wages of him to th 
end, given ſecurity by Surenies, that we will fight againlt the 
world, the Fleſh, and the Dewi: Yet in a moſt ſhameful 
manher ( the moſt of us ) have renounced our Vow made to 
him, fled from his Standard, and fonght,,for Satan and the 
World : ſezking togin all we could from C 11ft, by temptins © 
to ſin,and by perſecuting ſuch as we ſe2 better then our (glves. + 
Nor does our Vow in Bapti{/m more aggravate our ſing then 
does the great means that Chriſt hath uſed, to bring us ont af + 
darkneſs into light, and from the power of Satan unto God... 
As why do we in this Land enjoy ſo much lightand means? 
of grace more then other people > Why hath God delivered 7 
us from Paganiſm and Popery, and tevealed tous his Ward: 
ſo plainly andfully > Why hath Chrift continued his Goſpel”? 
( the beſt of bleſſings ) amongt us, more then an hundree' 
"I3 A 3 years}. 


6 | ve I1Rel1e3F means of Converſion, T 
years ? With ſuch ſupply of able 245mifters, that no Nation 
#nder, Heaven may compare with us, Yea when neither his 

word, mereies, nor any ordinary means would ſerye the turn 
why hath he as ſevera/ t1mes, and after ſundry manners vidi- 
ted us with ſeveral j#gdgments, to try what they would do; 
but to invite and call us to repentance, and to mind us of our 
many engagements, 


CHAP. II, 


Yea what eyes can but run over to ſee for the moſt 
part,what lives men lead ? 

The Holy Ghoſt tells us in_the word, and we hear” 
the ſame daily, T hat every mas ſhall be judged according to 
hu works, be they good or evil, Rev. 20,13. That we ſhall 

20 an Account at the day of judgment, for every idle word 
we ſpeak, Matth, 12. 36, That there needs no other cauſe 
of our laſt and heavielt Doom, then, ye have not given, ye 
Bave net viſited, cc, Matth, 25. 41, to 45, That the r1ghte- 
014 ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, 1 Pet,4.18, | hat many ſhall ſeek. 
zo enter 11 at the ſtrait gate, and ſhall not be able, Luke 12.24, 
IT hat no unrighteous perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
Gut ſhall have their part and portion in that Lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond death, 1 Cor,6, 
9, Io, Gal. 5.21. Revel. 21,8. That except our righteouſ- 
weſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
{ who were no mean men for outward and formal performan- 
ces,) we ſhall in xo caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Matth, 4. 20. And that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 

{ Lora, Heb,12.14. Yet moſt men live, as if the GoFpe/ were 
- Quite contrary to the rule of 'the Law; as if God were nei- 
+ ther to be feared, nor cared for ; as if they were neither be- 
| holding to him, nor ſtood in awe of him, both out of his 
debt and darger : Yea as if there were no'God ts judge, not 
Hell to puniſh, nor Feaven tareward,  T cannot think of it 
E without altoniſhment! Neither would men ſpeak as they 
- ſpeak, think as they think, do as they do, if they thought | 
Bm that | 


[3 wo 15 me! How few of us are the better for all ? 


judgment, 


"us; and which isabove all, Himſelf, and his own Sox, tobe 


; that they are beyond thought or 3magination, For it the whole 
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*The likelieft means of Converſion, NY as 
that their thow:hrs, words, and deeds, ſhould ever Come to * 


Yea, hear O heavens ! be aſtomſhed O earth, and horribly 
afraid! that ſuch a Nation ſo bleſt, and ſo long forborn, 
ſhon!d be ſo fooliſh and ingratefull, as thus to requite the Lord, 
As conſider with me, God of his goodneſs hath beſtowed 
ſo many and ſo great mztcies upon us, that it is notpollible to 
exprels his bounty therein : For if we look inward, we finde 
our Creators mercies ; if we look upward, his mercy reach- 
eth unto the Heavens ; if downward, the Earth t© full of 
hi goodneſs,and ſo is the broad Sea ; 1f we look about u,what 
is 1r tnat ne hath nor given us ? az7 to breathe ingfire to warm 
us, water to Cool and cleanſe us ? cloaths to Cover us, food to 
nouriſh us, fraits to refreſh us, yea, delicates to pleaſe us, 
beaFts to ſerve us, eAngels to attend us,: Heaven to receive 


enjoyed of us | Yea, God of his goodneſs, hath removed'ſo 
many evils [rom us, and conferred ſo mayy good things upon us ; 


World were turned into-a Book, and all the Angels deputed 
Writers therein ; they could not ſet down all the good which 
Gods love in Chrift hath done us. And as much do we owe 
unto Ged for the dangersfrom which he de/zvers ws: As for 
the great wealth antl dignities, whereunto he hath always ras= 
ſed us, Now weare infinitely bound to bleſs God for his ex- 
ternal,temporal tnferior,carthly periſhing benefits : How mich 
more then ſhould we praiſe him for the /aſting frmts of his 
eternal love and mercy ? as that we are not at this preſent 
frying in Hell flames, never to be freed ; that we have the 
offer of Heaven, and ettrnal ſalvation : How thankful ſhould 
we ſtrive to be > Nor could we poſſibly be unthankful, if ve 
ſeriouſly tnought upon what Ged groves, and what he forgives ? 
And certainly,if a friend had given us but a thouſand part of 
what God hath, we (hould heartily /ove him all our lives, and 
think-no thanks ſufficient. 

But that we may the better conſider, what God hath done 
for ue, obſerve that when man was in a moſt miſerable and * 
wndent conditiong. by reaſon of original and altyal fin, "_ : 

| we | 


| | / Reles means of Converſion. . | 
of the eur ſe due to bath; being liable to all myſeries 3n this life, 
and adjudged to utter eternal torments in hell fire after death, 
having no pollibity to eſcape the fierce wrath of Almighty 
God,vbo had already pafled ſentence upon him: When nei- 
ther Heaven, £arih,nor Hell, could have yielded any ſatisfax F as\ 
Rory thing belides Chri#F, that could have ſatisfied Gods F Go 
juſtice, and merited Heaven for us, Then, Othen! God in F the 
his infinite w:ſdoms and goodneſs, did not onely find out a way Þ der 
to fatisfie his j#/f:ce and the Law ; but even gave #s his own. | vert 
Son, out of his boſom, and his Sox gave himſelf to die, even |} wit 
the mot ſhameful, painful, and curſed death of the C raſs to } Son 
redeem us ; that whoſoever belieyeth in hin,ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, John 3.i6, A mercy beſtowed,and } 
a way found out, that may aſtoniſh all the ſons of wenen } 
| 


earth,and eAngels in Heaven | Wherefore, O wonder at this 
you that wonder at nothing,that the eternal God ſhould die to, | 
redeems our worſe then loft ſouls,that we might not die eternally, } 
and to bring ſalvation to u$,even againſt our wills, 2 Cor,8.g. } 
O the deepneſs of Gods owe) O the unmeaſurable meaſure of big | 
bownty ! O Senof God,who can ſufficiently admire thy love,or 
comwend thy pit y,or extol thy praiſe!It was a wonder that thou 
meadeſt 115 4 thy ſelf; more,that thou madeſt thy ſelf man for } mc 
#4 ; but moſt of all, that thou ſhouldeſt #nmake thy ſelf,that * 4 
thou ſhouldeſt die to ſave #s / But behold and ſtand amazed at 
the return we make of ſo many mercies! For whereas God |} dai 
hath removed ſo many evils (ſpiritual and corporal, temporal | hol 
and eternal) from ws, and conferred ſo many good things npon | Wr 
ws; weby way of requital, have ſtriven to multiply offences | 1M 
againſt him, and to make them as infinite in number, as bis | wh 
bleffings. Loth I am to accuſe my Nation, but Conſcience | de/ 
compels me : for we are ſo far from loving and ſerving Chriſt Þ}_ 
for his unſpeakable and unexpreſſible love, towards us ; that 
* what he commands, we do the contrary, Yea, we have done 
” nahing from our infancy, but added fi» unto ſin; as God | Q: 
bath added merey tomercy. There is no part, poxer, funttion, 
© orface/ty, either of our ſonls or bodies, that is not become a 
= ready inftrument to.diſhonour their Maker, Even every part 
* difboxowrs Chrift which yet would be glorified of him, And . | 
| | if - 
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The likelieſt means of C aver f 07, | 9 ” 


T if we had comtratted with the Devil, that we would abuſe all 
tþ, Þ onr heaven'y Fathers gifts, ſo faſt as they come : his bleſſings 
ity | make us proxd,his 1ches,coverous ; his prace,wanton;his meats, 
els | intemperatesliis mercy, ſecure; and all his bengfits ſerve us but 


fax Þ as weapons to rebcl againſt him, As we have Been farred wth 
ads | Gods bleſſings, we have ſpurned at his precepts, Reſembling 
in F the Leopard, who wrongs him 0, that gives him moſt fod- 
ay & der. O my brethren! Englards unthankfalneſs hath riven 
wa | ven with i; ods goodneſs for the victory : as eAbſalom (irove 
en | with David, whether the Father ſhould be more kind to the 
'to | Sex,or the Soy more uxktnd to the Father! As What think you? 
ſh, "That the road to Hell ( a place ſo wofull and deloroms ) 
nd | ſhould be ſo exceedingly rhroxged, and the way to Heaven 
0» | (aplaceſo bleſſed and g/oriow) thould be almoſt wholly xeg- 
his | lefted, Matth. 7. 13, 14. John 5. 19, Rev. 20.8. That 
to, 4 Chrift ſhould lay: down his life to ranſom and redeem men 
7, Þ from 19fimre, 1ntollerable, and interminable toyments ; and to 
g. | purchaſe for them ſ»ch pleaſnres, as never entred into the 
T; l heart of man to conceive : and yet Satan ( that bloody devonr- 
or | ing Dragon, and vowed enemy of all mankind ) ſhould have 
ou | more Servants and Voluntiersthan Chriſt ; and they do far 
or | more for him,than Chrifts ſervants do for their Lord! Rev. 3. 
+ and 13.16. Rom,10.1%, That men ſuppoſod rational, 

ould reſolve to deſtroy themſelves ; that they {hould love 
od | damnation, that they ſhould hate their own ſouls, as well as 
al | holineſs, and the holy God ; and all for fin and vanity, ſuch a 
2» | wretched emptineſs ; this is the greateſt folly and frezzy 
es | imzginable ; This above all,deſerves 5:tter /amentation | yea, 
Is what Sea of blood, is enough to bemoan this fooliſh,wicked,and 
CE def perate madue |. "A 


fo 


at }F CHAP. III. 
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1e 
4 | weft. Ut will you know how it comes tobe ſo? for ths | 
ny word of Ged ( in this as in all other caſes ) will 3 
a acquaint iff therewith. ' 


Ayſw. Many Reaſons hereof might be colleAed from 8 
the Ford ; but thee few may iggye. =—_ 


A, . oO 


16 T he likelieft means of Corver ſion, 

Every man u born ſtark dead I” fin ; and whereas the Ford Ju 
preached, is ſpirit and life to quicken thoſe that are dead in | 
fin, and to r4/ſe wp thoſe that are therewith caſt down ; | ic* 
they will either not hgar the #ord,(as I think I may ſay,that | 2* 
one half of the men and women in the K:zgdow come not } 
once a year within the Chwrch doors : It were good they | ** 
were compelled to hear this Word of life, which is the onely det 
ordinary mzans of ſalvation : ) Or if they do hear it, they | f#® 
will not apply it to themſelves, or be reformed by it ; but } Pre 
Contrarily reſolve to continae their fins, until at length the 
cuſtom and reiteration of fin,and rejecting the means,brauas the! 
ther hearts, and blinds their minds, Jer. 13. 23, They will 4® 
not receive the truth 1n love, that they may be ſaved : There. | 
fore are given up to ſtrong deluſions, to believe lies, that they 
may be damutd, 2 Thel,2.10,11,12. They will zot regard, [Eph 
nor retain God in their thoughts ; therefore God gives them | 
over to a reprobate mind, Rom. 1. 28." They will not take 2 þ 
the Spirits connſe!, therefore the Spirit gives them up ta 
walk in their own counſels, Jer, g. 13,14,15, They think 
they have as good hearts as the belt, and therefore they will : 
follow that deceitful guide, Ezek,14. 34,5. They will not 
by any means that Chri/t can uſe, #nderſtand, nor be cor 
verted, nor ſaved : Therefore they (hall not underſtand, nor be 
converted, mor ſaved. 11a, 6,9, 10, Matth,1 3.15, They will 
believe Satay, that premiſes proſperity to fin, yea, /ife and onely 
ſalvation ( as the Pope promiſed to the Powder Traytors ) | 
rather than believe God who threatens Helf and damnation, 
if- men do not repent of and forſake their ſins: Therefore 
Ged delivers them up to Satan, ſo to be deluded, that the | *8 
light of the glorious of Goffel of Chriſt,ſhall not ſhine unto them Jon 
2 Cor. 4.3,4. Eph.2.2, 2 Theſ.2.9,10, Neither will they few 
believe what is written, until they feel what is writtey, Ando nm. 
therefore ſhall fire and brimſ{ one confute them,becauſe __ Mandb 
elſe will doit, Andlet ſuch take notice,that when men rejetÞ*Y 
all good means, and refuſe to ſerve the jufF and true Godg Joffe 
provoking him by their rebellious and damnable wickedneſs] \xap 
Hein juſtice gives them over to the falſe, namely, the god if Cay af 
this warld, to be taught ag governed by him, Even FF ihe s 
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The likelieft means of- Converſion, II 
juſt Judg, hiving paſt ſemence upon ſome hainous Fſalefa- 
flor, gives him up to the Jay/or,or Executioner, as yeu may 
ſee by ſundry places, as 2 7 heſ. 2, 1c, 11, 12, 171m. 4. 2. 
at | 2 Tin, 2.26, Eph, 2,2, John $, 44. & 12, 31, & 1 3. 2s 
ot 4 & 14+ 30. Acts 5.3, 1 Chron, 21.1, Gen,3.1,to 6, & 15, 
& | Revel.2.10, 2 Cor.4. 3,4. 1 Kings 22,20,21,22, Which 
ly - being ſo, * no wonder there ſhould be ſo mary Athieſts, and ſo 
fro Crriſtians in this our Goſhen, where hath been ſuch 
114 | preaching,that no an, Ir the world enjoy the like. 
the True,they will not believe that Satay hath any power over 
them,no,they cefie tne Dewr/, and all his works : Eut if the 
0111 | Ford of God be true, they are the devils captives, at hs. com- 
ward, ard ready to do his will : For he rules ever, aud works 
mthem his pleaſure, as the Apdlile witneſſeth, 2 T m8. 2.26. 
rd, | Epb.2.2,3. Yea, he enters into them, and puts itinto their 
hearts what he will have them to do, Johx.1 3.2. Atts 5. 3. 
ake 4" Chron.21.1 Opens their mouths, ſpeaks in, ahd by them, 
Gen, 3. 1,6. Stretcheth out their hands, and they a& as he 
will have them, 4s 1 2.1,2, Revel.2,10, He being their 
| God, 2 Cor, 4. 4, their King, John12.31. & 74.30 and 
Itheir Father, Gex.2,15, John.8.44, Woich being ſo, ne 
wonder men {hould be ſo miſtaken 1n judging themſelves 
briſtiaus ; while they are indeed worſe enemies to Chrift 
d his Goſpel, then are ner Heathens, , No wonder when 
ovely ihole that are ſpiritual, can judge of ſpiritual things, 
For the natnral max percerveth wot the things of the Spirit of 
Grd, nenher can he Rnow them, becauſe they are Fjiritually 
diſcerzed, 1 Cor.2.14. | 
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- the Again, ft were impoſſhble (were it not for the fore-going £ 
reaſons) that in the midſt of ſo much light,and means of grace 
them E -. 5 : 4 ; 
they Þ few ſhould be converted : For otherwiſe the ord of God is 


And $opomerful,and the Goſpel ſo ra1ſhrng,that the wor/d could not 
bing Pandbefore it without ſubmitting to1t, Yea,were it notforthie, 
wok. Wow were 1t potſible ? that we. (who are as traytors,condemued 
| affer eternal torments in Hell fire,being oxely reprieved for 
ines} time) ſhould hear the G: Fel, ard glad tidings of ſalvation 

af. dy after day, and zear after year.) mhich ts the ſtrong arms 
ol j the Lord, and the mighty prwer of God to ſalvation, Rom, 
,_— | I, I6, 
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12 T he likelieft means of Converſion, | 
1.16, Quick, and powerful, ard ſharper than avy two-edgy 
ſword,&c. Eph.6.17.Jer.23.29,30. 2 Cor.to.4,5, Heb.g 
Iz, And wherein God offers #4 4 pardon, in tendering (hrif 
| unto ug, upon the condition of farth and repentance ; which is 
; ſuch a ſpettacle of unſpeakable mercy , as might raviſh ou: 
=> ſouls with admiration ? and fiand "it out, and being (os fi 
*- from accepting 4 pardon thankfully, that we refuſe and con 
gewn 3t ;; yea, in a manner deride the offer : For we oppale 
the GefÞ:1 and perſecute ChriF in his members, either with 
bard, or tongue, or both , and are, ſo far from imitating 
Chriſt, or obſerving his precepts, in being holy our ſelves] 
'*that we ( moſt of us ) hate and icotf at holineſs in others;] 
Here is ingratitude, here'is feo/l:h,wicked,and deſperate mad- 
.neſs with & witneſs And how could this be, were it notforf 
» The foregoing Reaſons? Neither could men elſe, buthat 
fn,and love holineſs - For ( beſides that any rational manf 
would rather go to Heaven and be ſaved, than to Hell andhi 
damned ;) even Plato a meer Heathen could ſay, that vertu, 
If it be clearly diſcerned, moves great love and affeRion 
And that in caſe 4 vertxows ſou!, could but be ſcer with cor; 
ral eyes,it would raviſh all men, and ſet their hearts on ti 
with love and admization of the ſame, 
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CHAP.1V. 


called Chriſtians ? 

Anſw, Tine that are rightly ſo Ryled, do in ſont 

meaſure walk accordins to the rules and precepts 

the Goſpel, as theſe and the like, though wich much inf 
mity. Thos ſhalt love the Lord thy Cod with all th 

.heart, mind, and ſtrength ; and thy neighbour as thy [a 

Mnth, 22, 37, 39. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſorlf 
y* do;; d» a'lto the plory of God, 1 Cor, 10. 31. wharſon 
ye world that men ſhld do unto you, even the ſame dr 
«to them, Mat. 7. 12, &'c. He walks not according} 

the rud ments of the World, n:ither does he follow thet 

am, le of the greateſt number, nor the greateft men, not} 


B Ut you will ask me, who are ſuch as may properly 
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T he likelieft means of Gomver fron: 1 

reateſt Scholars, any farther then they follow Chr: But he 
Bees God in ſpirit, according to Chriſts Goſpel: for ſofar 
forth as he can, he ves and believes, and hears, and inve- 


} cates, and hopes, and fears, and loves, and worſhps God in 


ſuch manner as his 3rd preſcribes, without addition, or di- 
minution, And having ſo done and performed .his utmoſt , 
(net to deſerve by it, but to expreſs his thankfulneſs to Chrif 


that hath done ard ſuffered ſo much for him ; ) he confeſſeth.. 


himſelf an nnprofitable ſervant, and that in all, he comes far 
ſhort of performing his duty, Zeke 17. 10. If you would 
have a full and compleat.Charater of ſuch an one, for your 
imitation, and direction ; or for a pattern to kxow, believe, 
and 11ve by, read The whole Duty of a Chriſtian lately 
Printed for Mr, Cr:ps, In the mean the know, that we are 
not born, but new born Chriftiazs, by the immortal ſeed of 
the Word, and the Spirits powerful working with it, And 
when any one is new born, 1t will appear by this : Regener@- 
tion 0r new birth, is a creation of new qualities in the ſoul , as 
being by nature onely evil diſpoſed, In all that are born anew, 
Is a change, both in the judgement, from error to truth, and 
in the wil/,from eznll to nd and in the affet:ons,from loving 
evil, and hating good, to love goed and hate ew1l ; in the whole 
man, from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unt# 
God. Nor is there one of that ſmall-aumber, whom Chr:ff 
hath choſen out of the #erld ; but is able to ſay, I bleſs God, 
his Ford and Spirit hath wrought in me ſuch a change, and 
ſirayge alteration , that it hath opened mne eyes that were 


blind before, inclined my will to obedience, which before was F 
rebellious , ſoftned my heart , ſaxftified, and quite changed © * 
my affettions : So that 1 now love that good which before 1 ha> | 


ted , and hate that evil which before I loved ; and am des 


lighted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which heretofore did moſt % 
diſpleaſe me, and am diſpleaſed with thoſe vain pleaſures 
and filthy fins, which in time paſt did oft delight me, and © 
accounts the ſame ſuch a mercy, that-no tongue is able to exe 


preſs 1t, *® 


F ©Y 
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thelieſt means of Converſion, 


CHAP. V. 


Ut to bring this home to our ſelves: Are none Chr. 
ſtians but ſuch as imitate Chrif, and endeavour to 
make the GeSþe/ a rule for them to walk by ? then in 
the firſt place, they that are in their judgments, af- 
feftions and athons, quite contrary to Chrift and the Goſpel, 
are far from being Chriſtians, And of this number are all 
Drunkards, Swearers, and Curſers, all the /aſc:rviow and 
woluptun, all Adulterers and Formcators, all covetous, un- 
Juſt, and #nmerciful men, all Seducers, falſe Teachers, and 
ſuch us err 1 Fundamentals, or hold damnable Opimons ; all 
7gnorant perſons that kuow not God,nor the very firlt principles 
of Chriſtianity ; which every oneamuſt of neceſſity know, 
or he cannot be ſaved, ſa. 27. 11. Hoſ.4.6. 2 Theſ.1.7,8, 
Prov. 19 2. John 3.19, and the number of theſe are num- 
erleſs: all the rebelliozs, and diſobedient, all [yars, flatte- 
yers, and time ſervers, who like thoſe Chaldeaxs, Dan. 3. 
7. would worſhip a golden Image, rather then for-go theif 
ummunittes ; all opex or ſecret enemies to the power of godlin'ſs ; 
as ſcoffers at holweſs, and haters of the good, who are not a 
fe'v + all 1dolaters, railers, the fearful and unbelieving ; Sor- 
cerers,&c, who ſhall every one, ( if they repent not ) have 


' their part and portion in the Lahe, that burnethwith fire and 


brimſtone, which ts the ſecond death ;, as the Holy ChoFt wit- 
neſſeth, Rev. 21.8. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. All theſe I ſay, ſheiy 
by their works, that they ſerve not the Lord Feſus, but their 
Father the Dew!l ; and therefore ought not to be owned as 
' Chriſtians. For what ſaith the Apoſtle ? his ſervants we are, 


* to whons we jield obedience, Rom.6.16. See more Gal. 5,24, 
ba 2 Pet. 2, I9, Matth,6.24. Luke Tl. 7477, 
®” s . . 1 . 

& infallible argument, ifwe obſerve and obey Chris precepts, 
Ewe are his Servants , if Satans commands, we are his ſub- 


So that it is an 


Jefts and faves, Metimay pretend what they will, but we 


> are hound to believe the 'God of truth ; an1 whagſaith Saint 
- obs, He that pretends intereſt in Cod,or C brit, and heep- 


- eth not his commandments, us 4 lyar, aud the truth is not wn 
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him, 1 John 2.45. andin the third Chapter 
' he affirms plainly, that all wilfu! faners are the Devils ſer- 


'De I1RENE)F EANS of Comer: 


pants, And indeed let men flatter themſelves, or pretend 
what they will ; it cannot be denied but the fr-:t tells beSF, 
the name of the tree, The converſation above all, ſhews who 
carries the bridle of the will, whether,God or Satay, And 
did not men purpoſely ſhut their eyes, ſtop thery ears, and 
harden their own hearts,le$t they ſhould ſee and bear,and ſo be 
converted,as our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks,  Matth.13.15. they 
could not but know,that the whole Bible beats upon this ? Tt 
is St. Panls everlaſting Rule, Rem.6.16, Te are his ſervants 


 towhons ye obey : And St. Peters infallible Doctrine, -2 Pet, | 


2.19. Of whom a max u« overcome, unto him he 15 in bondage. 
And St. John, In this are the children of God known, and 


. the children of the Devil : Whoſotver doth met righteouſneſs, 


35 not of God, but of the Devil, 1 John 3.8,10, And after 
this manner does-our Saviour reaſon with the Jews, John 8. 
33,to48, See then whoſe commands ye do, Gods or Satans ; 
if Satexs, then ſaith St, John, Let no man deceive you through 


. vain words ; for he onely that doth raghteouſueſs, 15 Ps 


and he that doth unrighteonſneſs, 15 of the Devil, 1 
7 8. 

Now what can be ſpoken more expreſs, or more full to the 
point in hand ? Nevertheleſs as the Jews, Job, 8. thought 
we may put away our wives, we may ſwear, we may hate our 
enemies, we may kill the Prophets, ſubjeft the Word of God to 
our traditions, and follow our own lufts; and yet they moſt 
confidently believed, and tifly maintained that God was 
their Father, vetſ. 41. Though by their leave Chri# calls 
them baſtards, and finds out another Father for them, ver, 

Ye are of your Father the Dewi, and the luſts of y 

ther ye will do, As indeed they did not long cM 
they murthered the ſame Chriſt, who was the onely Son o 
which proved it ſufficiently, Even ſo will the worſt of men 
In theſe days,boaſt themſelves Chr;ſtians. Such as do nething 
Out finand make others to ſin : ſuch as glory iv, and manta 


their fins, 
| CHAP. 


ohn 3. 


and cight verſe, | 
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be likelieft means of Corvet/its. 


CHAP. V1; 


| Ne winds nothing bur þ 5 cups, another nothing but 
()* cone, a third nothing but h#s Conritzan ; yet all 
theſe promiſe to meet in Heaven, Yea, there is 
| ſcarce 4 man on earth, but- he thinks to go to Hea- 
2, Which yet is nowonder, if you confider all, For what 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor, 3. is appliable to all that are in 
their natural condition : Their minds were blinded, for until 
thi day remaineth the ſame Vail upon their hearts untakena- 
way, in the reading of th: Old Teſtament : which Vail, whey 
they ſhall turn to the Lord, ſhall be taten away im Chriſt, 
v.14,15z16. Neither do they ſpeak other than they think in 
this caſe ; as being of, and holding thar reprobate, and yet 
common error of Unomius, That faith withant works will 
ſerve. Onely believe,and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; no matter how 
m:nliwve, Whence it is, they donotin the leaft doubt but 
to have benefit by the 5oſpel, when yet they will uot be tied to 
the leaſt tittle of the Law, Whence it is,that moſt men walk, 
in the broad way, and yet every man thinks to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, They will ba/dly do what God forbids,and yet con- 
fidently hope to eſcape what he threatens, But let all ſuch read | 
theſe two Seriptares and tremble :The firſt is, Demt.29.19,20, 
where the Lord tells us exprefly, that he wil/ not be merciful, 
_ to ſuch as flatter themſelves in an evil way, but that bis wrath 
ard jealoufit ſhall ſmoak againſt them, and every curſe that it 
written in his Book ſhall light upon them, &c, And the ſe- 
cond 15, Prov.'I. That if we will not regard,nor hearken unto 
Cad:when he calls #pon 4 for repentance : he will not hear wor 
Þ.us, when ju our diſtreſs and anguiſh we ſhall call 
1m" for mercy ; but even laugh at our deſtruttion, and 


= mock when our fear comtth, v. 2:4, to 33. See other places to 
= this purpoſe, Heb. 12. 29. Dent 4.24, CMatth.25.30,41, 
to 64.and 3.10. Theſe are Scriptures that would ſtartle them, 
were they not ſtark, dead ; but all is one, God they may hear, 
bþut che Devil will they believe, as it fared with our. Fir Pa | 
rents, When they eat the forbidden fruit, at the price of deacls 
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they ſerve God well in conceit,and they ſhall go to Heaven only 


 tion;and nnpleaſing to themſelves. 
| of Suning away, your reaſon, leſt by laſs of conſcience, ,you 


| ſoon 3s proved by a good converſation, Nor is there anyevyil 


F fornications, theſts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, Matth, 15. 


, and when a man thirks therg15 no deceit in it, even mn that he 
"Y.EP "Oh be yz, B * 
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and in fceping they dream, and ſuppoſe thernſelyes goed Chri- 
iAns : kven 4s 4 Beggar may dr:am he us a King,ot & Tray- 
tor that he ſhall be crowned, when he # to bt b:headed; and 
for the tume be as much pleaſed therewith, And ſo in this caſe, 
whereof we have three molt remarkable inſtances inthe Ati 
; Teflaneent,the one. Rev, 3.17. another, Luke 18.11,12, the 
third, Mark 10.19,30, Which examples ſufficiently declare, 
that theſe mens ſab is but a dreams, their hope but a dream, 
their obed:exce but a dreans, their whole 7e/igion but a dream, 
and ſo their aſſwrance of ſalvation is but a dream, Thicy have 
Regeneration un conceit, Regentance and righteouſneſs in conceit, 


1n conceit, or in 4 dream, and never wah uutilthey feel chem- 
ſo/ves in the flames of Hell, And the truth is, were it rotfor 
Pride and Ignorance, a world of men would be aſhamed to 
have their faces ſeen a As, but take away from-mens 
minds, v4 0pixions, flattering hopes, falſe yalnations, image 
nations, and 5 like, yau al LA the KD, of woof DING of 
wore bit poor ſhrunken things, full of melanchally, indiſpoſi- 
O my brethren, take heed 
come Atheiſts, and by loſs of reaſon, beaſts. As,what are-th 
betrer than beaſts for matter ef re4ſex,? »For ſuppole they are 
4s wicked us Devils in their lives, yet this ſhall ſerve to blind 
conſcience; They have good hearts, and mean well, whateyer 
theit lives be : "When every wiſe man knows, that the one 
ward aftions declare the inward intentions : good comuer- 


in the worth, or hand, which was not in the heart firſt of 
all ; as the ſtreams is firſt in the Fountain, Ont of the hearty 
ſaith our Saviour, proceed evil thoughts, murthers, adnlteries, 


Ig, Yetwe have good hexts, and mean well : ' Alas, poor 
wnorant ſouls ! for every drop of wickedneſs that appears 1n 
the /ife, there 1s an Ocean 1n the heart, The heart of man 1s 
decertfuul above all things, and deſperately wicked, Jer. 17. 9, 
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18 The likelieff means of Converſion. 
3s moſt of all deceived. Inſomuch, that every man hath need 
_ topray, O God defend me from my ſelf ; for a mans own heart 
is 4s arch atraytor as any he ſhall mers withal ; we truſt it toe 
much,and know it tod little ; as it fared with Hazae!, 2 King, 
$.1 2,13, and Peter, Matth, 2£.33. and thoſe Jews, AR.2.36. : 
But though they know not their own hearts, yet God knows 
them), and others may know them : For words and attions ex< 
preſs our hearts to men, as thoughts to God : Whyelſe does 
our Savionr ſay, by their fruits ye ſhall know them, Matth. 7, 
16,20,. And again moreexpreſly, Ont of the abnndaxce of 
the heart, the month ſpeaketh, Matth, 12,verſ, 24. Yea, yet 
more fully, A good man out of the good treaſury of bis heart | 
bringeth forth good things ; and an evil man ont of the evil trea- \ 
ſure of h1s heart, bringeth forth evil things. ver. 35. = 
Bur. befides out warrant from Geds Word ; the forgve I 
the bewrayer of the heart, ſays Pythagaras, A man is by 
thing better known, then by his communication, ſays'Semtca, 
Phe habit of the mind, « beft percerved by a mans talking, ſaith | 
Diogenes, He who cannot rale his Tongue, can much leſs rule | 
hu luſts, ſays Socrates, And another, Evil ſpeaking diſeo- 
vers an evil beart, as the ſtriking of the clapper dots a broken | 
Bell, Yea,it were ſenſeleſs to think the Fountary pare, when | 
the ſircams that flow from it,are corrupt ; that Garlick ſhnuld 
grow out of a Vine-ftock, That 1;e fhould be in the Veſſel, 
when onely Vizegar comes forth. Away than with that more 
fooliſh than common beaſt of a good heart, when the tongue is 
faul,and the life filthy : For when ſmoak, Comes ont of the chins- 
. ay, there muſt weeds be fire on the hearth, when the floods of 
wickedneſs come gu ſting ont at thine hands and month, 
thire muſt needs be a ſpring in thine heart which maytains 


them. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Herefore take heed of flattering, or ſoothing th 
ſelf up with a van and falſe hope * which is muctl 
more common in the World, than that which 1s | 
ſound and good ; even as baſtard Pearls are more ' 
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: The lihelieFF means of Converſion. = IS 
frequently worn then true Pearls are, Andin caſe thou would. 
elt be /oeſad from the chains of thy ſins, and delivered from the 
chains of plagnes : That thou wouldelt have the ſame Chr:ft, 
with his precians blood to free thee, that ſhall wth his Word 
ſentence dther#., Fhen endeavour to become a true, and real 
Chriſtian, and reſolve ſo neer as thou canſt, to obey Chri/F 
in allthat he commands, And indeed, :f (hriſ# be formed in: 
any, he deſtroyeth the dewils power, which formerly he had in 
them, Heb. 2. 14, 15. 4nd his wicked works, 1 John 3.8. 
If auy man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 2 Cor. 5, 17. 

Wherefore ceaſe to do evil, lears to do well, Ia, 1.16, 17. 
Far frunfulneſs is the beſt argument that we are begatten 
anew, | $Nor can it be denied, bur the gs of ſalvationare to 
bz ſought in owr ſelves, as the cauſe in Feſus Chrift, Onr 
Tuſtification 35. to be proved by the friits of our Sautlification : 
and,though faith alone juſtifierh, yet juſtif ying faith is never 
alone, but ever accompanied with ſpiritual graces,the beauties 
of the ſoul ; and geod works the beauty of graces: Yeathey 

are 4s.1nſeparable, as the root and the ſap,the ſun and its light + 
And as fire is to be diſcerned by heat, and life by motion ; ſo 
a mans faith may be diſcerned by the fraits of it, Wherefore 

fancy not thy ſelfts be a Chriſt:ax,until thou beeſt one ; and 

when thou art ſo, thoy wilt (by helpfrom above) endeavour 
to bring into captivity every thonght and thing to theiobedience 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor, 10.5. 1 Joh. 2.4. And indeed the very 
end of Gods elefting, and of Chrifts redeeming tu, wat that we 
might be holy, Epheſ.1.4. Matth.19.17, And therefore Le 
binds it with a» Oath, that whomſatver he redeemeth out of the 
hands of our ſpiritual enemies,the y (hall worſhip him in holineſs 

and rightes+ſneſs all the days of their lwves, Luke 1.,704to 76. 

1 Pet; 2.24. They therefore that ever came to be holy, were 

ever choſen, never redeemed : Other Scriptures to this pur- 

poſe are many ? ſee onely Tit.2.12,14. 1 Pet,2,24.4at.19, 
7.. Nor ought any indeed, to call upon Chriſt, or once to name 

FX with few mouths, except £ 7 depart from iniquity, 

2 Tin. 2. 19, And take this for a rule, If Chriſt be not our 

King to gotern us, he will neuher be our Prophet to forewarn, 


wr ory Prieſt to expiare, Iſpeak this in hoge, that God may 
9 ES. B 3 bleſs 
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nerality » It ts as muey loft labor to preach #ito netx the 

things of God, before they bt truly humbled with the fight of 

their wants ; as it 15to offer light to a blinde math, to ſpeak ton | 

a 4, of to labor to make abrui Bedft wſe, as Cyprias 
atn 1t, 


CHAP. VIII. , 


yAHus 1 have pfoved, That aft who walk contrary to | 
the GoFpel, are ſo fat from being Chriſtians, that 


thens their deſerved wages, ] come nolWto ſhew 
who are (hriftians tn appearance ently, or almeſt Chriſtians, 
and what their reward will be ; the former, I fear, are twe 
thirds of the Nation , theſe in all probability are two thirds ! 
of the Reſidue. And of this ſott are, firft, ſuch as are meerly } 
eivil, or moral, becauſe they take morality and reſtraining 
grace, for piety and renewing grace , convittion for converſion ; 
reformation for regeneration, True maralit J and e:v1lit y May 
commend us to men, like our ſelves, that ſee etily the outfide, 
but not to Ged who knoivs the heart ; nor will it bring us te © 
Heaven and Salvation, They may ſuppeſe themſelves in a 
good eftate, but except they be renewed, renonnce their own 
richteouſneſs, and ſeek. to be jaſtified onely by Faith in Chriff, 
and bisri ghteonf neſs : Thieves and Harlets ſhall go before them 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, as our Saviour told theit bre- 
thren the Scrcbes and Phayiftes, who counted themſelves juſt, 
and truſted to their own merits, Zatth.21, $n, 2. Luk,rs. 
TO, 11, 12. Befaes, as nothing 1s 22076 eaſily broken, then 
that which is moſt hard, ſo notorioas sffenders are nothing (6 
hard to be commnced and converted as the civilly honeſt ; which 
alſo greatens their miſery, though their-condition of it ſelf 
ts very deplorable : For all ſuch are to know, that their vety 
belt ſervices, as praying, and faſting, and rectiving, and 
giving of a/ms, &c, (becauſe they are not done in fark and 
obedience to the Word, and that God may be glorified thereby) 


bleſs it to ſothe one that ſhall read the ſame ; but for the ge- i 
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K they are the Devils ſervants, who in the end will pay # 
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«1d 4 deſire tordifus, and win ot 


| mor reward, but account of their moral vertues, as of ſhimng 


or cut off 4 dogs mck, or offered ſwines blood, or bleſſed dn 1- + 
do! : as himſelf affirms, 1ſaz. 66, 3, Nor will God = 
of any a&ion,except it flow from 4 pions and good heart, ſanttt« 
fied by the Holy Ghot, Yea, cimil honeſt y ſevered from true 
piety, bunulity, ſaving knowledg, [incere love to God, true , 
ebedrence to bis Word, juſtifying faith, 4 tal of Gods glory, 
= ; God will xeither accept, 


er gliſtering ſins, becauſe they ſpring from pride, 1gnorance, 


3 infidelity, ſelf-leve, and other the like carnal reſpeRs, as 


many examples prove ; namely,Cars ſacrificing, 1 Joh. 3.1 2, 


' The fews faſting, Iſa. 58. thoſe Reprobates preaching in 
Chriſt's name, and caſting out Devils, Matih, y. 22, 23. and 


the like, whoſe outward works were the ſame which the 
godly perform. And what ſaith S. Aft: moſt excellently, 
There is no tre Vertwe,wherethere 1s no rrue Religion,and that 
conſciencevhich is not direRed by the pord,even when it doeg 
beſt,does 111 ; becauſe it doth it net in faith,obedrence ard love, 

Secondly, let them know, that being out of Chr:#, they 
are baund to keep the whele Law, Gal, 5. 2, 3. or ſtand 
liable to ſuffer the penalty thereof, for not keeping it, For 
though this be the condition of the New Covenant, Believe, 
and theu ſhalt be ſaved ; yet all that they have'to trult unto is, 
Do thu, and rw, Rom, 10. 5. And curſed # every one, that 
continueth not un all things which are written in the Book, of the 
Law, to dothems, Gal. 3.10. And I with that they would 
ſeriouſly think of it, and what need they have of C hr:i/t,whom 
they r ather perſecute, then obey bis Goſpel in love, 

Indeed let them get 4 true, /zvely and juſtsf ping fauh. Pit 
Je off concerning the former conver ſation,the Old man which js 
corrupted through the deceiveable luſts ; and be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your winds ; and put on the New man, which after 
God 1s created in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, Eph. 4. 225 


223 24, and then Chrift and all his benefits and promiſes will 


belong unto you, but nat before. In the mean time, you are i 
your blogd, Ezck.16.6. and have to anſwer not onely ig 
your Original guilt, but for every theught, word, and ati 


; -of yours; from your infancy, .CAf@th, g,1 2,13 Zak, 1.53- 
by. * your 1Ntancy, __ 20.3 Gd. 
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þ 2> | 5 ;  Thelikelieft mviews of Converſion, 
Gal. 5. 1, to 7.” enough to make you bethink your ſelves, And 
ſo much of Civil and A/oral men. | 2] "87 | 
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CHAP. 1X. 


Econdly, there are others, and not a few that ſeems and 
profeſs themſelves real Chriſtians ; when if they were -. 
well examined, and diſcovered, as Jephta once'diſco- | 
vered, and diſtinguiſhed who were Ephranites, and | 
who Grleadrtes, by their pronouncing the word Shibboleth, * 

- Jnadz.12.6. Itweuld be tound, thatthe moſt of theſe alſo, 

"are no more like Chriſtians, than Michaels Image of goats 
hair was like David. Many have 4 form of godlineſs, while | 
they deny the power of iz ; yea there are too many tyular | 
Chriſtians, who ſtand more upon the outward appearance of 
oodlineſs, than the inward eſſence, Such as ſeem, and are not, 
Jay and do xot, profeſs and prattiſe not, Others there are, 
who be not onely great talkers of Religion,' but great fre- 
qneuters of haly exerciſes ? yer altogether eg/ebt to prattice Þ 
' the ſame, Ezek. 33. 31. Thatlike fck fomacks, much do {| 0 
ſwallow down, but little do diſge#+ ; that go to Church onely , Þ Y' 
to be ſeen there, and out of ſelf-ends, that it may the more } 5: 
*mbannſe their gain, creaſe their cuſtom, or to get cred and | 
+ eſteem thereby. Nor do they always miſs of their aim ; for | 4 
for outward ſheyy they come ſhort of none. Neither is there |] re 
anv duty done by a Chriſt;a», but an Hypocrite may outftrip | 'ſ6l 
himinit. Who may be reſembled to that unwelcome gueſt | nc 
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the wind ; for as the wind will counterfeit any diſeaſe of the |} fil 
b-day, whether it be the fore, gowt, andthe like ; Sotheſe | th; 
outlide and formal Chriſtians will counterfeit every grace of | 4 
the ſonl, as faith, zeal, and the like, Yea to the eye of the | _ 
world, they reſemble Moſcovia-glaſs, which ( though it be } 
ef little worth) is as clear as Chriſtal, as tranſparant as air; | ful 
yea, the Hypoorite may not onely paſs for a true Chriſtian, (as | tv 
did Judas, Annanias,and Saphira, Nicholasthe Deacon, &c.) | ſt 
but they will ſcemz9 outftrip them. in goodneſs, as ſnow does | P 
ſalt 2nd ſugar in whiteneſs, 'And well they may, whentheir | ſo 
pririciple care is, onely #0 hate phrir defeits 5 as fulime Ceſar t 
of "a. 6 WG 


T he likelieft means of Converſion, 
wore 4 garlaud of Bays onely to hide his baldneſs, Norcag 
you blame tneir 4:ſcretion therein, whatever you do their bye 
wſty : For, 

Eith cunning ſin, being clad in virtues (hape, 

Flies much reproof,, and many ſtorms doth ſcape, 

Theſe have a form of godlineſs, but are the worſe for it : 
For in-that they draw ner to God with their manths,axd honour 
him with their lips, when their hearts are far from him ; they 
are ftiled Hypecrnes, both by Iſaiah, chap.2g.13. and our 


| Sawmour, Mat, 15, 7,8. as well they deſerve it : Butthere 


are yet far worſe than theſe ; yea, too many, who may be 
. Called white Devils : even ſuch as make Religion 4 Palking 

horſe to willany, or a cloak, to coſen the world unſees, | Such as 
 ſhrowd ax Egyptian heart under the habit of an 1ſraelue ; 
whoſe life and profeſſion is a continual ;ncongrmity, and wheſe 


- 
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works are 4ntipedes to their words : Their profeſſion being 
hoxe y while theig pratkice is poyſon : Even ſuch as ſpeak !the 
eAngels, live like Dewils : nave Jacobs voyce, Eſaus hands : 
That like Erhioprans are white 1n teeth onely, every way elſe 
coal black, ; being Chriſtians 1z 5kin, Atheiſts at core. Judas 
you know was open/y a Diſciple , but ſecretly a Derul, The 
Scribes and Phariſees were fair Profeſſors, but foul ſinners; for 


— — 


| they devoured widows houſes under 4 colour of long prayers, 


Matth.1+3.14,28, Which grofler ſort of Hypocrites may be 
reſembled toſome wicked eAle-houſe, that hath Fear God, Be 
ſober, Watch and Pray, painted upon the walls ; when there is 
nothing but ſwearing, and drunkenneſs in the ſame. To a 
filthy Strumpet with a painted face, Tothe Serpent Requixa, 
that hath ſcales as g/orious 45 the San, but breath as infeftious 
4s the eAconite, Or tothe Dewi in Samuels likeneſs, | 
But let theſe take heed, for as diſſembled piety is double 


| 1z1guity,{o their plagues ſhall be double in that they moſt wo- 


fully ane Religion by profeſſing it, and make the way of truth 
evil Ffoken of, 2 Pet. 2.2, Yea,as of old the people abhorred the 
ſervice of God, and became deFþiſers of bus worſhip,becauſe thoſe 
prophane ſons of Eli were ſo wicked and ſcanda/ous,1 Sam. 2.17. 
ſo do, theſe. Yea, thou Hypecrite, thou white Devil -' thy «ll 


4» bfe ſugle, puls dawn more, than 4 good tongues can build up, 


CHAP, 
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4  . Thelikelieft means of Converſen, 


CHAP. X. 


external parts of Chriſtianity) that it is no eahie rmatter 

to Cotwvince them that they are not really ſuch ; for they 

© have been baptized, /ive nnreprovibly, pay the r dnes, 
pray in their families, are charitable, chaſte, —_ the 


[| Grant there are of them ſo like Chriſt1as, (us the 


» beſt Miniſters, repeat Sermons, inſtrutt their children anil ſer- | 
' F vaxts,with many the like 4 thetefore they mult needs be good 


and real.Chrittians, 
- - To which I a: ſer, All this they may do, and yet be but 
"almoſt Chriſtians : For as 4 child of God, by looking more 
- + upon his fins then his graces, more upon his failings, then his 
faith, more upon in-dwelling lufts, then renewing grace, 
may think hts condition very bad, when it is very good, So the 
ſinner by looking more upon his cuties then his ſins, may 
hink_his condition very good,ard yt be in awickedeſtate. And 
the reaſon is, Many mffake common grace, for ſaving grace ; 
through the reſemblance that is between them. As many take 
conmerftit mony, for current coin ; | And as Saul took the 
Devil for Samnel, becauſe he appeared m Sammels likeneſs : 
So many take common gifts for ſaving graces, becauſe of the 
reſemblance, And this is the copmon Rock that ſo many fouls 
ſp/ir upon to their eternal hazard, They take up a fornt of 


god, but deny the power thereof ; And as many might ' 


ave been wiſe, had they not ſo thought themſelves ; ſo many 
- « formal Profeſſor, might have been « ſxcere Believer, had he 
not miftook his Profeſſion for Comerſion, his Duties for Gra- 
ces, and ſo reſted m that for $1#cerity, which is indeed but 
Hypocrifie. + 

' A man may be like or almoſt aChriſtian, and yet not be 4 
Chriſtian, A man may come #eer tothe Kingdom of Heaven, 
 #nd yet be were the neer, Thou ert nat far fromthe Kingdom 
of Heaven, ſaid our Saviour to the young man, Matk 1 2. 
34- | * yu 
There is an external, atjd an' internal worſhip of God, 
There may be the likeneſs of grace, wihomt the life 
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The bkelieft means of Comver/ſron,” - "TY 
_ T here 15 yo grace but an Hypocrite may have ſomenbat likes, * 
and there 1s #o d#ty done by a Chriſtian, but anHypocrite may 
| | do ſomewhar lie it, A man may attain to: many gifts, and 
the | ſeeming graces, and make a great progreſs in; Religion; yea, 
ner he may do all ( as to external duties and werſhip ) that a true 
hey | Chriſtian can do, ard yet be but almoſt a C kriftian * As ob- 
wr, | ferve what Ged {aub, /ſa!. 58. ot that people ; 7 hey ſeek,wpe 
daily, They deli; ht to know my way , as 4 Nation that did 
ſer- 4 rTighteonſmeſs, ard ſorſeok. not the Ordinances of their Ged : 
0d 7 hey atk of me the Ordinarces of 7 uftice, 7 hey take delight 
| in approaching to Goa, vetl, 2. yea, in the next verſe, They 
but were 4 people much in faſting, and aff: ting their ſouls : Where- 
ore | fore have wefaſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt it wt ? And yet 
his 4 for all this,they were no better then a generation of Hypocrites, 
ce, as you may finde 1f you read the Chapter, 
the | Some neuher hear nor do,as prophane ſinners; ſome both heay 
v7, ard do,as true Believers ; ſome hear but do not, as hypocritical 
nd Profeſſors. A man may belzeve all the truths of the Goſpel, all 
the promiſes, all the threatnings, all the 4rticles of the Creed to 
the | be true,and yes periſh for want of ſavirg- faith. A man may he 
the converted from. 4 courſe of prophaxereſs, to @ form of godl:- 
neſs, frem a filthy converſation, to a fair profeſſion, and yet be 
the but almoſt a Chriſtian, A man may be outwardly reformed, 
wit | * and yet wot [avingly renewed, KC, 


ht CHAP. XI. 


he Ut would. you know, who are indeed Chr:/t14ns, as 
M- Saint Pant was ; and who but almoſt Chriſtians, as 

Agrippa was. Or rather wouldſi thou rightly knew 
the ſincerity of thine own heart, of thy profeſſion, 
> | : of thy Religion, ( which as one would think, ſhould be the 
#, | Earneſt defire of every ingenious ſaul ) then ask thy conſci- 
y ence theſe queſtions.. Art thou ſerfible how evil and wicked 
2, | thouart> Doſt thou ſeriouſly lay to beart ? firſt, the cor- 
| Yuptron of thy nature, by reaſen of Original (in 7 ſecondly, thy 
 wmamfold breach of Gods righteous Law, by aftual finne ? 
 thirdly., the guilt and pririſhment due to thee for them root 

hes A 


Py 


'26 The likelieft meant of Converſion, 
' And in caſe thou art truly ſenſible of thy wreechedmeſſe, itis 
26bd ſign thavthou art in-ſome forwardreſſe , to be recover- 
ed, - And indeed the very firſt ſtep to grace, ts to feel the want 
of grace, aud the neceſſity of a' Redeemer, And the next way 
$0 Tective mercy , ts to ſee your ſelf miſerable 

- Doſt thou find that the ord and Spirit hath wrought an 
apparent change in thy judgment, affections, and abtions, to 
what they were formerly ? 18 Chris thy oreateſt-joy, ſin thy 
greateſt ſorrow, -and gxace the prime objett of thy deſfres ? Art 
thou as eImſcientions alone and m private,where God onely ſees 
thee, as if thy greateſt enemy, or all the World did behold 
thee? Dvſt thou make conſcience of evil thoughts ? grieve 
for thy unprofitableneſs under the means' of grace ? for the 


evil which cleaves to thy very beſt ations ? and for ſins of - 


Omiſſion > Whatever.thou enjoyeſt on this ſide Hell, doſt 


: # "thou think thy ſelf unworthy of it? Doſt thou wore fear the 
=. want of grace, then confide in what thos hat > Doft thou 


endeavour to /eave every fin, and make conſcience of every 
duty ? Doſt thou make Gods glory the chief end of all thy atti- 
ons, andaims? Dolt thou defire the converſion of others 2 
Then my ſoul for thine, thou art . mzore then almoſt a 
Chriſtiay, ; 

Again, the love of grace in another is 4 good proof of the life 
of prace inonr ſelves; 4 child of God cannot lave a ſinner, as 4 


firmer, Plal. 15. 4; Prov, 29. 29, So 4 ſinner cannt love a | 


child of God, as a child of God, Briefly, when a mans heart 
is throwly rexewed by grace, his mind ſaving! y enlightned, his 
conſcience throwly convinced, the will truly pambled, and (1b- 
duced, the affections ſpiritually raiſed, and ſanttified ; and 
when mind, ind wilh,and conſcience,and affetions, all join iſſue 
to help on with performance of duties commanded ;then is a 
man «together a Chriſtian. 

But contrarily, he th:t tak2s up with 4 forms of Godlineſs, 
hating or denying the power thereof, :s an Hypocrite, spſo 
fatto, And let men take heed of that fin with two faces, and 
whoſe reward is the deepeſt place in Hell : as appears by 


eAfatth. 23. And the rather, for that wickedneſs does moit 


rank lt the heart, when it 1s kept in and diſcembled, Beſiles the 
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covetouſnelſs, and live the life of the ri, hteeus, he could ot 
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The ikelieſt means of Comerſon, = 
ſcab of Hypecriſie does not ſeldem break” ent ioto the plugu® 
fore of Apojiacy, Julian the' Apoſtate was firt” Julian the 


' Profeſſor. To conclude, if thou findeſt not theſe notes of 


{:ncerity in thy ſelf, Jet it be the earnett defire of thy ſul, ahd 
thy ptincipal endeayour to obtain the ſame. Otherwiſe, woe 
unto thee | For,/outward profeſſion, where there is wazt oj bt 
ward truth, and real pratiice, does but help to draw on, and 
aggravate jwdgmeut : The Scribes and Phariſees had rot heard 
of ſo many woes, but for their g/orioms pretexces : anc had the * 
Figtree in the GeFfel been utterly bare and /eafleſs, -1; hadin 
all probability eſcaped the curſe, T hus miſtake through 1+: a0 
raxce, 1s one great cauſe of many mens falling ſhert of their 
hopes, and of their being bat a/moF#t C brijtians, while they 
think themſelves Chriſtians indeed, 


CHAP, XII, 


by nature, tnat we have an eye to fee our beaut y, but 

not our deformity ; our parts, but not oar [pots ; our 
| ſeeming 11g breouſnefs, but not our real-nauc hiineſs, our 
ſpiritual wretchear.els, W e have all for the molt part a ſeif 
righteouſneſs; Every man, ſays Luther, s born with a Pope in 
his belly. But i muſt be the work of grace ozely, that will 
make wu ſee our extreamwileaeſs, and that will make us 4c- 
ceptablero God ; and it mult be the work-of grace, that must 
ſhew a man his waxt of grace, It is the Believers. Motto, The 
lea it of Satzts, the greateſt of Sinners. Pit the Carxal mans 
Motto 15, I thank Cod, I am nor as other men Eph.3.8. 
1 Tim.1.15, Luke 18.11. Put the'oxely way to become good, 
# firit to belieze'that we are el, 

Thirdly, Another cauſe is Lazineſs,aud the love of the World: 
AlmoFt thou perſwadet me to become a Chriſtian, ſays A- 
£rippa to Pax}, but he could not find in his heart to become 
oe altogether ; for then he muſtlive a more ſtrict life, and 
relinquiſh the worlds wicked cuſtoms. So Balaam conld be 
willing to die the death of the righteexy, but to part with his 


B Ur Secondly, Pride is another cauſe : We are (o proud 


find | 


"6 be likelieFt nucans of Comer fron. 


fiude in hi heart : And therefore Chrift profited bim nothing, 
Hell is to be bad with eaſe, but the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 
violence, Matth, 11, 12. Afany ſhall ſeek toenter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but ſhall not be able, becauſe thty did net 
ferive, Luke 13. 24, Yea, many run well in the way of 
Chcittianity for 2 while, but they do not held out, Gal.5 
But perſeverance 1s the crownof all grace, and Heaven 
£Y own of pir ſeverance, 
"It is ſaid of the truly righteow, he (hall ſcarcely be ſaved, 
1 Pet.q. 18. Andit is ſaid of the ſeemingly righteous, he ſhall 
be almoſt ſaved, 1 Pet. 4,18. Adts 26. 28. Thos art not far |* 
from the Kingdom of God, Mark 12. 34. As good not 4t all, 
45 never the nearer ; as good mver runtherace, as miſ! of the 
goal, and prize we runfor, Wherefore content not thy ſelf 
.with being almoſt a Chriſtian ; but ſee thou heeſt one altoge- 
ther, and in good earneſt : For all who are but almoſt Chri- | 
ftians, ſhall be but almoſt ſaved ; and to be ſaved almoſt, ito þ 
be damned. We know almoſt a ſozyts a baſtard ; almoſt ſweety 
1s unſaveury, A Chriſtian almoſt, is like a woman that dieth 
in travail ; almolt ſhe bronght forth a ſon, but that almoſt 
killed both the mother and the ſox too : If thou believeſt al. 
weſt, thou (halt be ſaved almoſt, As we may ſay of a Thief PÞ 
that hath a pardon brought him, whilſt be is upon the Gallows, 
be-was almoſt ſaved, but he was hanged, thd his pardon did 
him no good. To be almoſt « Chriſtian, is to be like the | 
fooliſh Virgins, that bad Lamps, but without oyl in them, F. 
for which they were ſhut out of Heaven, though they came | 
tothe very door, Matth.25. 10,11, 12, Wherefore it con» | 
cerns all that would go to Heaven, and be 1ndeed ſaved, to be: 
come Chriſtians indeed, and in good carneft, 


CHAP. XIII, 


Nd what I ſay unto theſe, I ſay unto all, as well Þ* ch 
prophane perſons, aud avyl men, as t9 formal pro- of 
efſors ; ye?, it were to bewiſhed, that each mu 
that Hath a ſoul,to live eternally in bliſs or wo, would 


| look bunoſelf wm this glaſs, and try bimſelf by this towchſtous, Þ ® 


The likelieft means of Converſion, 29 
All that have any care of their own ſouls, or that prefer not 
th, (eriaſting flames of fire and brimſtee in Hell, before an tter« 
val werght of ſuper-abundan: glory in Heaven: Nor will a wiſe - 
of [Man need much prefſing tothis work; for what ſaith St, Beye 
 Imrd; A wiſe man foreſetth the torments of Hell, aud prevent« 
- fth them ; onely a fool gots 0+ 1urrily, umil he feels them, and 
then ſays, 1 had not thought. Hd. 
24 | Now that every man ought to examine himſelf, we haye 
al; We Apoſtles injunftion, 2 Cor.13, Examine your ſebves whes 
far [tr je be 3nthe faith, prove ye your own ſelots ; know yo ut = 
&1 wn ſelver ? How that Teſms Chriſt is 1n you, exceprige be ye 
the rebates ? Yerſ. 5. And the neceſſity thereof is very great : 
elf [For ( as Chriſoſtowe ſpeaks ) every partienlar man 18 enher 
oe. he © tide of God, and # mimber of Chrift, or 4 childe of 
>: be Devil, John 8. 44. Of the wowans ſted, or of the 
Ferpents , Gen, 4, 15, For there is not a mean between 
REM, 
” Secondly, We ſhculd the rather do it, becauſe there are 
oF Put a few that ave rral and ſincere Chriſtians, here and there 
7 *bne, like timber trees in a word 4 or like gold and jewels as 
ef 10"g other flnff : Thoſe whom Chriſt hath choſen ont of the 
World; to believe in his name, are but a ſmall number; 4 little 
4;4 Flock, compared with the multitude, Luke 13.32,” As, &6 
the (re not read, T hat the greareſt wmber go the broad way to de= 
uttion ; avd but a few the narrow way, that leadeth uns 
ife, Matth, 7,13,14. That the whole world litt19 wickeds« 
ſs, 1 John 5. 19- That the number of thoſe whom Satan 
be. (all decerte, 15 45 the ſand of the Sea, Revel. 20.8. That 
' WI! both ſmall and great, rich and poor, free and bond, ve« 
ve the mark of the Beaſt 1n their forcheads, Revel, 13. 16; 
 Vhereas they that believe the Goſpel, are but fer in num 
#r, Rom.10.16. Iſa.5 3.1. That many are called, ani but 
ell £® choſen, Matth.20.16. and 22.14. That thowgh the nams- 
ro- # of the Children of Iſrael, are as the ſand of the Sea, yet 
ly a rnanapt ſhall be ſaved, Rom, 9. 27. There were but 
" righteous pres in the old world, All Sodene afforded 
i res, Elijah ſaich, 1 only rinacs @ Projbet of the Lard, 
18 Banls Prophtts are Fonr hundred and fifepy, 3 Kings 18. 


30 The likelieſt means of Converſion, 
22, Micha complaineth of the multitude of the 'wicted in his 
tine, and ſmall number of the faithful, Mic. 7. 2. | Behold, 
Joith Iſaiah, 1 and. the children whom the Lord hath gives 
ae, are for ſiens and wonders in Iſrael, Iſa. 8,18. and in : 
Chap, 53. 1,” Lord who hath believed our report ? Lord, ſaith | 
Saint Fohn, thou haft but a few nansts in Sardis, Rev,/3.4, 
We read alſo, that the whole City wint to drive Chrift out of 
their coats, mt a Gadurean was found, that either dehorted 


45:04, what ſhall be done with Feſws ? all with one conſent cried 
we, Crucifs: him, crucifie him, Matth.27.22, 'T here was a 
general ſhout for Diana for two hours together, Great u Diang 
of the Epheſians ; not one noan; took, Pauls part, AR, 19. 27, 
28,” Tea,the chief Jews told Paul,that þ « [ett was every where 
Foken againft, AR.28.22. How then does it concernevery 
man of us,: tobethink our ſelves, whether we be of that (mall 
number, and to miſtruſt the worſt of himſelf ; as all the-wiſe 
and fincere hearted do, witneſs the Apoſtles,” Mat. 26, 22, 
And for want of this, m14ny go to Hell, while the y think them: 
felves in the way to Heaven : | As, why elſe did thoſe Jewsſo 
confidently boatt themſelves the childrex of Abraham ? when 
indeed they were the D:wils children, foh $8. 44. And thole 
Revel,3.9, ſay they were Fews, when indeed they were of the 
Synagrgue of Satan, as the. Holy Ghoit tells us. And ſo at 
this preſent, becauſe men are calle] aftzr Chriſts name, and 
wear bis exgniſance ; they nit once doubt, but they are 
Chriſtians beyond all exctptrons, 


CHAP. XIV, 


- 


bu fellows, or 9Þpoſod the motion, Matth. 8. 34. When Pilate | 


A 


AJence it were tobe witht, that a, ſeperation vere 
made, be:ween ſuch as ſerve ChrifF in fneernyy 


men look into themſelves, But | 


and ſuch as ſerve him nt ; as Jehu made 4 ſeps; they 
ration between the ſervants of God, and the war*| come 
feippers of Baal, 2 Kings 10. 23, This were the way to maki] good, 


* Thiidly.andlaftly, There can be nothing. of greater cor 
{equance tozthg carelels':. For are Formal Profeſſors alm 


oe 


- 


r Y 
F kttins 


ſaved, and get periſh t Do you that are net ſe much as format, 


wi ktting your ſins go ; quench net grieve not the Spirit, 1 


The likglieft means of Gonuer fiow, 3t 


ſtand axd tremble, For if they that have gone beyond us, fall 


ſhort of Heaven, what ſhall become of ſuch as fall ſhort of 
| them ? Jf he ſhall periſh whois almot a Chriſtian, what ſhall 


they do, that are not at all Chriſtians 2 If hethat owneth and 
profeſſeth Chriſt, and leaves many ſins for Chriſt, may note 
withſtanding be damned, what then ſhall his doom be, who 
diſhonoureth Chriſt, and refuſeth ro part with, one: ſin, one 
luft, oe oath for Chrift? Nay, that openly blaiphemeth 
the precious name of Chriſt? and takes up arms againſt 


1 him, and all that worſhip him in ſincerity. 1f he that 1s aut- 


wardly ſanttified, ſhall yet be eternally rejefted, and. tht 
out of Heaven ; then ſarely the filkhy Advlterer, the Sws- 
n{h Drunkard, tha helliſh Swearer and Curſer, the prophaxe 


| Sabbath-breaker, the foul-monihed | coffer, and flanderer of 


the Saints much more, If there be a woe to him that falls 
ſhort of Heaven ; then how ſad ſhall their woe be, that fall 
ſhort of them that fall ſhort of Heaven ?  O that God would 
make the confideration of this an awakening argument to fx» 
ners,that are aſleep in their luſts,without the leaſt feat of death, 
or dread of damnation | 

Now to Wind up all with-a word of exaortation ; If by 
what you have heard,the Sprrit of God hath Ricred up in your 
hearts any good motions and reſolutions,te rece:ve with meek - 
weſs the ingrafted Word, which 1s able to ſave your ſouls, If 
you be convinced that you are not as. you ſhould be. real 
Chriſtians, and do reſalve upon a new courſe ; let your refo- 
lutions be peremptory and conſtant , - and take heed you' 
harden not again, as Pharaoh, the Phil:ſtmes, the Young man 
in the Griþel, Pilate and Judas did. Reſemble nat the 
Iran, which is no longer ſoft, then itis inthe fire. | Be not 
like thoſe that are Sea-/ich, who are much troubled. while 
they are on ſhipboard, but preſently well again when they are 
come to ſhare For that good, ſaith S, Gregory,” will do jus 219 


good, which 1: not made good by perſeverance, If with theſe 


remonitions, the Spire ſhall vouchſafe to fir up in your 
hearts any good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey Goa, in 
' The. 


5.I9, 


JS The likelieft mieans'of Conmvtrſion.” Wa - 
i-rg. Retwry not. with the dog to-thy vornt,, leſt thy latte) Þ © 
PM prove ſeur-fold worſe than thy begwmrg, Math, 12.43, Þ | 
5, © as it fared'lvich®Ju/ray the Ap ſtate, and Judas the '} © 
fanboy: Yea as your tender the goed of ,your own ſouls, | ſer 
apon the work preſently ; Provide with Joleph, for the dearth 7} 
ro Core 5 and with Noah, in the days! of thine health, build : 
the «Ark. of a"good emiſcience againſt the floods of ſickyeſrs | 
Inmate the e Art, that provides ber meat in ſummer for the | 
winter following.” Yea, do it-while the yern:ng bowels, the 
bleeding "words; the compaſſionatt army of Feſns.Chriſt lis |. 
p09 to receive you ; 'whillt ye have health and. life,and many 7 * 
and time, to repertt and make your peace with God's, As. yoit ./ 
tender (I ſay ) the everlaſting happineſs: and welfare:oh,, 
wr almoſt loſt ana drowned ſouls,''' As you expe or hope: $4. 
br grace or mercy, for joy and comfort, for Heaven. and ſas. Þ 
vitron, for endleſs Bliſs and glory at the laſt ; As:you would F . 
eſcape the drrefuw! wrath of God; the bitter ſextence and doons 
bf Chriſt; The mever d ying ſting and worm of conſcience; The 
terurnting and ſoul-ſcorching flames of Hell, and everlaſting | 
ſeparation from. Gods bliſsful preſence ; trive after thoſe gra=« {| 
ces wherewirh a ttue Chriſtian is qualified, Not do-Task F..,. 
Ky more, but'that you will »9w hearken unts Chriſt ;/as-you 
wild have Chrift another day taken unto you. CY 126A 
- "Onely by way of canton, expe not that this ſhould be 
done by any power of thine own; For a child 'nniy as ſoot: 
ereme' it ſelf, as a' man in the ſtate of nature regenerate hin Þ. 
elf,” Eph. 2. 1. 2 Cor. 3. 5. We are ſwift to all evil, butts ITE 
any gvd,immonveable. Wherefore as when David came to fight' | 
with Goliah, he taft away Sauls armenr ; ſo dothos in the 
cafe, caſt away all truſt and confidence i» thy ſelf and onely ſet} T 
« forward in the nant of the Lord God of Iſrael, and be fare tot 
uſe the meansthat God hath appeinted, and that power whiclil 


Chriſt ſhall givethee, and then he will not be wanting, on fie 
part : As in that caſe of the Prodiga! Sov, T.uke 157 17. to 259 8& 
 *Confider what T have ſaid, aud the Lord groe you underd 
Fanding in all things, oe 


F1.N t'% 


